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NBC story on spying called 
old 


news 

Subs have eavesdropped 


By Bryan Brumley 

Associated Prats 


WASHINGTON — Pointing out that 
U.S. submarines have collected intel- 
ligence in Soviet waters for 25 years 
experts said yesterday that NBC told 
the Kremlin nothing new by report- 
ing about underwater eavesdrop- 

CIA Director William J. Casey has 
asked the Justice Department to con- 
sider bringing criminal charges 
against NBC-TV for its mention of 
the intelligence program and its 
identification of the code-name as 

ivy DCllSa 

As early as Aug. 28, 1961, at the 
height of an East-West crisis over the 
divided Cerman city of Berlin, the 
official Soviet news agency Tass com- 
plained that foreign submarines had 
committed “a number of violations 
against the state seacoast of the So- 
viet Union” and were “making obser- 
vations for intelligence purposes.” 

The NBC report in question, aired 
Monday on the Today show, said that 
Ronald William Pelton, a former em- 
ployee of the National Security 
Agency who has been charged with 
spying, is suspected of giving the 
Soviets information on espionage 
gathering by U.S. submarines, which 
NBC correspondent Jim Polk said 
might be code-named “Ivy Bells” 
Pelton is on trial in Baltimore 
One expert on espionage, James 
Bamford, described Casey’s threat as 
the other shoe dropping” after his 
warning earlier this month that he 
would prosecute news organizations 
that report secrets about U.S. elec- 
tronic eavesdropping. 

U.S. submarines began spying 
against the Soviet Union at the end 
of the Eisenhower administration, 
said American University professor 
Jeffrey Richelson, the author of 
books on U.S. and Soviet intelligence. 


crHhi^ 74, the Washington Post de- 
scribed an espionage program simi- 
lar to Ivy Beils that it said was called 
Holystone. That report angered 
Pentagon officials, who later tofd re- 
porters it had caused the Soviet 
Union to improve offshore security 
The next year, the New York Times 
pubHshed more detailed articles on 

h?ah f 10 ^ St0ne P ro 8 r am, quoting 
high-level intelligence and admini s- 
trahon sources as describing it as a 
valuable tool for gathering informa- 
tion at little risk to the collectors. 
107 ^°°? , lts intelligence coups, the 
19 7 5 articles said, were photograph- 
ing the underside of a Soviet E-class 
submarine, apparently in Vladivos- 
tok harbor, the main naval port on 
the Soviet east coast, and tapping 
into undersea cables along the &>viet 
coast on which the Rulhans Wnt 

rsis-s 

£ram h in S hi ’ ’ descrtbes the pro- 

gram in his book. The U.S. Intelli - 

EffiaaaasssS 

nS^Ih ^ V e been angered that 

with Ih« k ^V he subm arine spying 
with tbe code name Ivy Bells 

Bamford, author of a histo^ of The 

izaUon a thS n ^ Agency ’ the or gan- 
“f! on ,bat decodes electronic intel- 
ligence for the Pentagon. 

“y n s¥S r at P ey ‘ d S£ 

y Bens as an electronic intelli- 


gence-gathering operation. 

In a report on the arraignment that 
fame day, Polk said that “therein 
indications that Ivy Bells refers to a 

Navw iTknT r ° Pping oration. The 
„ a ^. ,s j^^wn to have submarines 

tice Department for possible prose- 
JTreport. 6 "°* 
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